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Treasure Cannon Dripping with Gold Discovered on Historic 1715 Shipwreck in Florida 
- Gold & Silver Contraband Intended for Spain Discovered in 300-Year Old Hiding Place, Fulfilling Pirate Lore; Value Estimated at Upwards of Half a Million -

Sebastian, Florida – Gold Hound, LLC, an historic shipwreck salvor that for years has been combing the 1715 Treasure Fleet (“1715 Fleet”) that sunk off of Florida in a fierce hurricane nearly 300 years ago, today announced that it uncovered an historic bronze cannon that was literally dripping with gold and silver – dozens upon dozens of priceless coins concealed inside, contraband treasure on its way back to Spain before the shipwreck. The historic find is what pirate lore is made of, with tales of such hidden treasure in cannons bandied about for centuries, but only today are those tales confirmed in modern times. The cannon was a find in itself, a rare bronze swivel cannon used to fend off pirate enemies on the treasure ship’s journey back to King Philip V. The cannon was encrusted from lying hidden in the depths for centuries and during its conservation, it suddenly let loose its fountain of gold and silver in a remarkable modern find with an estimated collective value of $500,000-plus.

“This an amazing historic find,” said Captain Greg Bounds of Gold Hound, LLC. “We found treasure within the treasure. This is right out of Pirates of the Caribbean, except this is the real thing. For centuries, there has been talk of treasure possibly hidden inside of cannons but up till today, that was only pirate lore. Now it’s the real deal.”  

The cannon was discovered in shallow waters – less than 15 feet deep – off of Sebastian, Florida, approximately 40 miles north of West Palm Beach. It was alongside 22 rare 2-Escudo gold coins. Only when the cannon was brought to the conservatory to preserve history was the remaining bounty discovered, 25 more of the valuable Spanish colonial gold coins inside and 38 silver coins, 4- and 8-Reales. The prize total was 85 coins.

Among the gold coins was an extremely rare 1698 Cuzco-mint coin from a Peruvian mine that operated for only a brief four months, adding to the importance and value of the coin. Historians have struggled for decades to unearth more information about the mine, of which little is known. The mountains of Peru were infamous, however, for the invading conquistadors melting down ancient gold Inca relics during that time. The remaining gold coins appear to be primarily from Bogotá, referred to as “Bogie 2s” for their denominations. The silver coins, subject to further identification, likely originate from mines in Mexico and Bolivia. The 1715 Fleet received a cargo of several million silver coins in Vera Cruz, while the Bolivia’s Cerro River in Potosi was the single most prolific silver producer in the world for several hundred years.

The 1715 Fleet is considered one of the most important shipwreck fleets in history, 11 Spanish galleons and war ships laden with treasures from the New World. The ships left Havana bound for the King of Spain before wrecking in a hurricane 295 years ago this month, on July 31st. The shipwrecks attracted pirates and privateers from all over the Caribbean, launching the careers of pirates such as Blackbeard and Henry Jennings.

Last month, a private company, 1715 Fleet-Queens Jewels, LLC acquired salvage rights to the fleet from the heirs of renowned treasure hunter, Mel Fisher, whose family had retained the fleet’s US Admiralty Custodianship. Together with sub-contractors such Gold Hound, they believe they are closing in on the mother lode estimated to be worth $900 million including the Queen’s jewels such as a 74-carat emerald, pearls and diamonds. The story of the Queen’s jewels has provided basis for movies such as “The Deep” and “Fool’s Gold”.

“These finds are important not just for their value, but their historical importance,” said Brent Brisben, Operations Manager of 1715 Fleet-Queen’s Jewels, LLC. “One of our key goals is to help learn from and preserve history, and this week’s finds draw us closer to some truths.”

Other recent Gold Hound finds include a small gold reliquary, pottery, iron artifacts, and a rigging “dead-eye”. Helping to uncover the recent finds were Gold Hound crew Chas Francoviglia, Jeff Croy, Tony Gil and Mo Molinar. The Captain’s treasure exploits will be detailed in an upcoming book, A Tale of Two Treasures, The Golden Search for the 1715 Sunken Treasures -- Then and Now, expected out next year and co-authored by writer Anne Kazel-Wilcox. 

Some artifacts uncovered will reside in the State of Florida’s museum collection.

Gold Hound, LLC, www.goldhoundtreasuredivers.com, is an Historic Shipwreck Salvor firm based in Sebastian, Florida. The company and its predecessors have served as salvors on the 1715 Fleet along with the Nuestra Señora de Atocha and the Santa Margarita off the Florida Keys. 

Queens Jewels, LLC, based in Sebastian, Florida, was founded by William Brisben, who previously headed a national Cincinnati-based real estate development firm before serving seven years as the US Representative to UNICEF under President George W. Bush. 
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